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{Abstract)

Status and Value of Joseon-era Classic
Chinese-written Travel Diaries

Kim, Mi-Sun

This study examines the status and value of Joseon—era classic
Chinese—written travel diaries by period, Travel diaries, from 1392 to 1910,
were comprehensively surveyed, revealing a total of 1,279 pieces of diaries,
They were sorted out by century, The number of Josen—era classic
Chinese—written travel diaries was found to be 17 in the 15th century, 65 in
the 16th century, 246 in the 17th century, 417 in the 18th century, 481 in the
19th century, and 52 in the 20th century (until 1910), with one piece with its
author unknown, confirming that, after the mid—15th century, the number of
travel diaries steadily increased,

By contents, multiple diaries about sightseeing travels were found across
the periods, and there were also diaries about travels which were made for the
purpose of drifting, hot spring bath, treatment, and condolences, visit to
ancestral graves, taking the prestigious government examination Gwageo, etc,
The figures who left their travel diaries in their relatively early times and
influenced the creation of travel diaries of writers in later times included Kim
Jong—jik, Nam Hyo—on, Kim Il-son, Ju Se—bung, and Go Gyeong—myeong,
Those who left 10 or more pieces of diaries included Lee Jeong—gu, Heo Mok,
Kim Su-jeung, Kim Chang—heup, Jeong Yak—yong, Hong Gyeong—mo, and
Song Byeong—seon,

The 1,279 pieces of travel diaries are a large number among the various
diaries, and this study found that Joseon—era classic Chinese—written travel
diaries have values in the following points, First, they can contribute to the
securing of more historical diaries of Korea, Second, they can contribute to

the study of travel literature and diary literature, Third, they can offer the

-35-



34 / F=EES}E T

basic data for the study of Josen—era travel culture and sightseeing places,

Fourth, they can be used to invigorate local tourism,

* Key Words: Travel Diaries, Status, Sightseeing Travel, Diary, Travel
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